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declined; for it was well known and
much discussed at the time. It is true
that inti'mation of this offer never reached
the Colonel Commanding the Regiment ,*
but it is equally certain that somebody
blundered in not taking immediate steps
to bring it to the notice of Colonel Cus-
tance. The prompt punishment which
even such a small body could have in-
flicted would have been of the utmost
value as a lesson both to the rebels and
to the faint-hearted among ourselves;
but the opportunity was wiliully thrown
away; and the magnificent brigade of
British troops of all arms, which after-
wards covered itself with glory at the
Hindun Nuddee, at Delhi, at Lucknow,
and wherever its members met the enemy,
was marched back to Meerut, and con-
demned for a period to the humiliating
role of passive inaction.
Difficult as it is to understand, and
impossible to excuse the motives which
paralysed the nerves of General Hewett,
it can only be hoped that all our
officers have laid to heart the lesson